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Future of the German Church 


LL OVER EUROPE there are evidences of an effort 
A to get Christian life back into focus. No one 
knows exactly where to begin. . . . Church 
extension has given place to church “‘intension.’’ Study 
centers are the new “concentration camps’’ where 
spiritual security is sought, but it is not yet clear whether 
the world is slowly but surely forcing the church into 
seclusion. What is the Christian church of postwar 
Europe: a victorious garrison or a series of internment 
camps? The Germans, for one, are not certain. 
“Military occupation promises to leave as many scars 
upon the body of the German Church as did the Nazi 
regime. The Potsdam Policy, in its way, seems to be no 
less detrimental to the Christian cause than Hitler’s 
Nuremberg decrees.—STEWART W. HERMAN, in The 
Rebirth of the German Church. Published by Harper & Bros., 
New York. 
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Letters to the Editors 





More Censorship of Advertising Requested 





“If He’s Right... .” 


To the Editors: 

I regret very much to see that you are 
acepting from Spiritual 
Mobilization. It is an excellent thing 
that church papers generally have stopped 
accepting advertisements patent 
medicine companies, but there are poisons 
for the mind as wel as the body. 

Are you unaware that Prof. J, L. Adams, 
of Meadville Seminary, has included Dr. 
Fifield, director, in his discussion of 


advertisements 


from 


“Protestant Priests of Mammon” (The 
Protestant, October, 1944)? Note the list 
of advisory members. Is it true that 


Upton Close was forced off the air for 
fascistic leanings? Is it true that Sen. 
Hawkes tried to urge our soldiers in Rome 
to be prepared for a Russian War, even 
before the San Francisco Conference? Is 
it true that Alfred Franco 
supporter and propagandist? Is it true 
that Dr. Norman V. Peale was head of the 
Committee for Constitutional 
ment, flayed by Secretary Anderson and 
Rep. Patman as the most powerful fascist 
organization in America? Or, is the in- 
formation I find in Geo. Seldes’ In Fact 
all wrong. If Seldes is wrong I'd like to 
get straightened out. If he’s right. 
JOHN D. MacLEOD. 

Beach, N. C. 


Noyes is a 


Govern- 


Carolina 


EDITORS’ NOTE—We carry many items 
in our columns, including some advertis- 
ing. with which we do not necessarily 
agree. This ix the practice of reputable 
publications generally. The way of such 
freedom is one of the hazards of demo- 


eracy, but we wouldn’t like it another 
way. 
Going-to-College Handbook 
To the Editors: 

I congratulate you on your college 
handbook, It’s splendid. Please mail me 
40 copies to use in our high school 


guidance work this fall, not as denomi- 
national material but for the many ex- 
cellent general principles expressed, 

The handbook touches on a need about 
which I believe [I wrote you this sum- 
mer. There is no book published since 
1928 which attempts to assemble in one 
volume and without propaganda informa- 
tion on religious vocations. While some 


very good pamphlets are available and 
x few pages tucked away in general ref- 
erence books, there is no treatment which 
compares with those to be had on secu- 
lar occupations. While perhaps religious 
yocations are not to be compared with 
secular ones, they should certainly be ade- 
quately presented. 

DELL B. (MRS. HENRY) WILSON. 
Morganton, N. C. 


WESTERN UNION 


WE ORDERED 50 COPIES OF THE 
SUPPLEMENT FOR COLLEGE STU- 
DENTS. . . . WE NEED 150. 

FIRST CHURCH, CHARLESTON, W. VA. 


20 more. P 
LIBERTY, MO., CHURCH. 


; 50 copies of the Going-to-College 
Handbook to give to our college students 
at the annual college banquet in our 
church. 

FIRST CHURCH, WILMINGTON, N.C. 


We failed to let you know ahead of 
time. . . When the issue came this week 
I realized it was our loss, because it is 
most interesting and helpful. Would it 
be possible to get 50 copies for our high 
school seniors and college folks? 

FIRST CHURCH, GOLDSBORO, N. C. 


Please rush 40 copies by return mail... 
FIRST CHURCH, KINGSPORT, TENN. 


Sixty copies. afte 
FIRST, ROCKY MOUNT, N. C. 


I have read it and want 
to put a copy into the hands of each of 
our young people who will enter the 
senior class in high school or the fresh- 
man class in college this fall. . .. 
FIRST CHURCH, MONTICELLO, ARK. 


20 copies. 


Thank you for the college number. It 
contains much material of great value to 
students and prospective students. We 
are planning to use it here with the stu- 
dents this fall as a basis of orientation 
and for private reading and classroom 
work. You have done all students and 
faculty members a great service, and you 
deserve unanimous thanks from all those 
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what he did. 
upon the trouble spots of today. 


100 copies, $35. 





FOLLOWING THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF PAUL 


For the Next Three Months 


In your adult Sunday school classes, let Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson 
be your guest teacher during the fall quarter through the pages of THE 
Let him introduce your people, in his 
incomparable way, to the Great Apostle—what he was, what he wrote, 
Let him throw the penetrating rays of Paul’s teaching 


Place an advance order so that all will be ready to begin October 


6, studying ‘‘Paul’s Background and Early Life.’’ 


Cupies for every classmember, at the following rates, mailed weekly 
to one address: 25 copies for 13 weeks, $15; 50 copies per week, $22.50; 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 13 North 5th St., Richmond 19, Va. 











interested in students. ... 
ROSWELL LONG, 

Lees-McRae College, 

Banner Elk, N. C. 


Ex-Southerner Applauds 


To the Editors: 

Let us hope and pray that there are 
an increasing number of young people 
such as Marjorie Patterson to carry on 
our Lord’s work. Sincere Christians who 
know truth when they see it and who 
must speak truth for his sake are the only 
hope of this blinded world. 

As an ex-Southerner I know well the 
confining patterns which Miss Patterson 
refers to as hindering the sincere desire 
for following the Christian ideal. The 
awakening of the church itself is needed, 
and it is hopeful and heartening indeed 
to read courageous protests like that of 
this young Christian. 

ELIZABETH MOODY. 
Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 


President. 


No Stormy Clashes 


To the Editors: 


In your issue of August 26 is a letter 
from Mr. Thos, R. Miller on the “Con- 
tinuing Church,’ showing such a bitter 
“fighting spirit” as to be most deplorable. 
Naturally, differing opinions cause heated 
discussions, but is it unavoidable that 
Christian brethren must always get 
“fighting mad” over such differences? 

My mother grew up amid strong differ- 
ing religious opinions in New England, 
and was almost caught in the sweep of 
Unitarianism. But just 100 years ago this 
summer, she came South and married a 
young doctor who hardly knew what he 
believed. Mother, however, had now be- 
come a keen “sermon taster,’”’ able to draw 
fine distinctions between “Supra-lapsar- 
ianism” and “Sub-lapsarianism.” But it 
took her many and careful discussions to 
win her husband into recognizing the 
truth of God sovereign and Man Free. In 
that home atmosphere I was brought up, 
a thorough Calvinist; but two of our 
daughters are now actively helping their 
Methodist-preacher husbands to train peo- 
Ple to be genuine Christians. Sixty years 
ago 1 went to Japan, joined The Council 
of Missions, and for fifty years fellow- 
shipped with men of God from various 
churches, and never “fought” with any 
of them. On the contrary, I felt real 
Christian love for each one of them. 

Unquestionably this matter will deeply 
touch the mind and heart of our next 
Assembly; but my prayer is that the mind 
of Christ will continue, as in the modera- 
tors atid commissioners of the last two 
meetings, so to guide the membership 
that no stormy clashes shall develop, but 
on the contrary, a genuine spirit of 
Christian kindliness may dominate, 

R. E. McALPINE. 

Roanoke, Va. 


More Caravans 
To the Editors: 


Your editorial on Youth Caravans (Au- 
gust 12) is splendid. 

You may be interested to know that in 
the Synod of Texas three caravans are 
spending the month of August in the field. 
Each is visiting four churches. They are 
under the direction of the Reverend 
Robert F. Jones, sub-chairman of synod’s 
young people’s work and Dr. W. B. Sul- 
livan, our regional director of religious 
education. The reports are so favorable 
that we are hoping to expand this work 
next year. 

R. MATTHEW LYNN. 


Houston, Texas. 
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Knoxville Presbytery 
Leads Assembly Gifts 


ToBenevolence Needs 


Appalachia Synod Also at Top; 
Alabama Highest to All Causes 


In a summer’s end meeting at Mon- 
treat synods’ representatives on the 
Assembly’s stewardship council studied 
the denominational record in giving, re- 
porting an increase in per capita gifts 


from $32.10 in 1944-45 to $36.04 in 
1945-46. Benevolences increased $1.26, 
current. expenses, $2.68. Knoxville 


Presbytery was found to lead the As- 
sembly with an average in per capita 
gifts amounting to $49.95, while the 
Synod of Appalachia was reported at 
the top of the list in giving to benevo- 
lences—$14.75—-compared with the As- 
sembly’s $11. The Synod of Alabama 
leads in per capita gifts to all causes 
with $43.08. 

Charles E. Mount, Clarksdale, Miss., 
was elected chairman of the advisory 
committee for the new year, succeeding 
Col. C. R. Endsley of Sweetwater, Tenn. 
Among other actions of the committee 
were the following: 

A committee was named to ‘make a 
study of the whole matter of pastors’ 
salaries, including the salaries of home 
mission preachers, Negro and Mexican 
pastors.”’ 

The five-year Presbyterian Program 
of Progress, the general plans of which 
were approved by the last Assembly, was 
endorsed and the Assembly’s steward- 
ship committee was urged to hurry it 
along. 

Expressing gratitude for the good 
work of the Defense Service Council, the 
ad interim committee studying its future 
heed was petitioned to “consider the 
wisdom: of recommending to the 1947 
General Assembly the discontinuance of 
the . . . council, effective March 31, 
1948.” 

A new method of arriving at benevo- 
lence quotas for the various synods and 
presbyteries was adopted whereby they 
will be based upon the average per 
capita income instead of on membership 
and average gifts in the past. 


Seattle Church to Inaugurate 
“‘Character’’ School This Month 


Seattle, Wash. (RNS)—A “character 
school,’”’ only one of its kind west of 
Chicago, which will take the place of 
the traditional Sunday school, opens 








Fisherman’s Sermon 
Bingham, Me. (RNS)—Religion 
and fishing have much in common, in 
the opinion of Arthur R. MacDougall, 
pastor of the Bingham Methodist 
church, who expounded the “gospel 


of going fishing’? on this town’s 
second ‘‘Anglers’ Sunday.’’ 
In his sermon, Mr. MacDougall, 


preacher, fisherman and author of 
the famous Dud Dean yarns of the 
Kennebec Valley, gave this concep- 
tion of an angler: 

‘He is a fellow’mortal who habitu- 
ally goes fishing as often as the ex- 
actitudes of modern life permit. If 
he is suspected as one who neglects 
the soberer, weightier aspects of life, 
then so much the worse for the 
neighborhood, for angling is an oc- 
cupation which is a healing, strength- 
ening and inspiring pastime. He is 
a fellow mortal who has discovered 
there is healing for body and mind 
and invigoration of the spirit peyond 
the city and town, on wide blue lakes 
and beside clear, clean waters.” 











September 29, at University Congrega- 
tional church here. — 

Originated by Ernest Ligon of Sche- 
nectady, N. Y., ten years ago, the school 
was operating in four Eastern churches 
last year and will function in eight this 
year. Since the idea still is in its ex- 
perimental stage, Dr. Ligon has limited 
the number of churches using it until 
1950. 

William Gold, minister to youth at 
the Seattle church, is in charge of the 
school. He studied in Dr. Ligon’s work- 
shop this summer, brought the plan to 
the congregation, which almost unani- 
mously approved it. 

A special secretary to handle the work 
of the new school will be added to the 
church staff. The staff of the Sunday 
school, which no longer exists will be 
augmented by 20 new teachers. They 
will attend training classes until en- 
rollment begins September 15. 

Two-year-old children through high 
school pupils will be eligible for atten- 
dance, and there will be a special class 
for parents. 


N. C. Synod Asks Montreat Study 


An overture adopted unanimously by 
the Synod of North Carolina, meeting 
recently at Queen’s College, Charlotte, 
asks the 1947 General Assembly to ap- 
point an ad interim committee to study 
the government and management of 
Montreat. 


Virginia Synod Asks 
Montreat to Delay 


Election of Manager 


Seeks Review Situation by General 
Assembly, View to Simpler Control 


In addition to better-than-usual in- 
spirational features, Virginia’s synod, in 
its 159th session, recorded actions which 
call for better days and better service 
throughout the state and the Assembly. 
In an action, based upon editorial dis- 
cussions recently appearing in THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK (Sept. 2), 
the synod expressed unanimously its 
“grave concern” over reports of recent 
developments in the governing body of 
Montreat and urged that a new manage- 
ment not be elected until the General 
Assembly has had time to study the 
situation. (It was understood that such 
an election is contemplated September 
17.) » A simplified and more direct con- 
trol by the Assembly was also urged. 
Another unanimous action of the synod 
recorded its strenuous opposition to a 
biii in the national Congress seeking to 
appropriate public funds for the support 
of parochial schools (THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK, Sept.9). 


Church Building Privileges 


President Truman was petitioned to 
revise directives governing the building 
of churches so as to give privileges equal 
to those enjoyed by manufacturing 
plants ($15,000 construction without 
the necessity of CPA approval). 


The synod studied the plans for term 
pastorates sent down by the Assembly’s 
committee on the minister and his work 
and expressed its judgment that the 
suggested plan of the committee is ‘ im- 
possible” because of its failure to pro- 
vide for the appointment of pastors to- 
vacant churches and because of its re- 
quirement of voting on pastoral accep- 
tability every five years, It felt that the 
plan offered by Lexington Presbyiery 
was more hopeful, though it was 
thought that a still more acceptable plan 
can be devised. Suggestions to that 
end were made, passed on to the presby- 
teries, with the recommendation that 
they be forwarded in due course to the 
Assembly’s committee. Synod approved 
the idea of an Assembly’s director of 
personnel but disapproved the sugges- 
tion of regional directors of personnel. 





$325,000 Out of $500,000 

the 
full force of synod’s attention. Meeting 
at Hampden-Sydney in the midst of its 
half-million dollar campaign, this insti- 
tution 


Educational institutions received 


given all 
that 
had 


was encouragement. 
Synod learned $325,000 on the 
campaign been and 
was cheered by the suggestion that the 
full amount might possibly be reached 
by the end of this 
$100,000 has also been made toward a 
$300,000 goal the General 
Education Board which will then bring 
Hampden-Sydney $200,000 that 
foundation. 

Mary Baldwin College was given au- 
thority to $50,000 in order to 
the property of the King’s 
Daughters Hospital which adjoins the 
by next April. Another $108,- 
000 is to be raised among alumnae and 


goal secured 


rear. Progress of 
y 


set up by 


from 


raise 


secure 
campus 


friends of the institution, 

Most spirited debate of meeting 
involved an adjustment of Massanetta’s 
For many years 
management conducted a 
large camp (900 or more) for Pioneers 
(12-14 year olds). 
leaders of 
have worked along with the 
but had responsibility for 
it. They have long wanted to inaugu- 
rate 


the 
conferences, Massa- 
netta’s has 
Regularly appointed 


Pioneer work in the synod 
program 
have never 


smaller camps within the presby- 


teries but have not been able to do so. 
youth 
the young 
smaller leadership 
number (about 
conferences for 
larger the presbyteries. 
After debate and with warn- 
ings as to what the effect of this change 
might be on the financial and material 
future of Massanetta, synod voted 75-70 


These workers with have also 


reduce 
conference to a 


desired to people’s 


school for a_ selected 


400) and to set up 
numbers in 


spirited 


to eliminate the synod-wide Pioneer con- 
the young 
approve 


ference, to reduce people’s 


conference and to camps and 


conferences in the presbyteries. 
Low Giving Record 


All causes of the church were under- 
scored and effective speakers challenged 
the synod to aggressive action. Steward- 
ship leaders call attention to the low 
record which has in giving to 
has the distinction 
of standing third among all the southern 
states in Among all 
the synods this one stands fourth in per 
capita giving 
during 
practically 
118 was set for this 
Evangelistic activities were dis- 
(the this 
tivity held no hope of any progress until 
willing at 
least to answer their mail); with tore 
than 100 
preaching only about twenty were used 


Virginia 
the church while it 
average income. 
income, 

Leadership training 
the past year dropped to 
none. A goal of 
year, 
heartening 


fourteenth in 


classes 
chairman of ac- 
ministers and sessions were 
evangelistic 


volunteers for 


by the churches during the year. Three 
fewer outposts were reported than a 
year ago. 

Frank W. Price, noted missionary, 


told of unprecedented opportunities in 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The 
forward, he 


China, church there is moving 
but it is not going 
would if the various mis- 
sion boards were united in their efforts. 

Paul K. Buckles, Newport News First 
church, lieutenant-colonel among the 
chaplains during the recent war, was the 
synod’s unanimous choice for moderator 
succeeding J. J. Murray. 


said, 
forward as it 


Religious Education Week 
Set for Sept. 29-Oct. 6 


(RNS)—tThe 16th observ- 
ance of Religious Education Week will 
be held September 29-October 6, Roy 
G. Ross, general secretary of the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, announced here. 

Churches of 40 Protestant denomina- 
tions and 173 _ interdenominational 
councils of churches will participate in 
the observance, theme of 
“God’s World for Today.”’ 

Asserting that the overwhelming con- 
cern of the western world today is ‘how 


Chicago. 


which is 





ROY G. ROSS 
“Men must respect each other” 


to make secure the peace we have won,” 
Dr. Ross said “the Christian faith in- 
sists we approach these intricate prob- 
lems as Christian brothers.”’ 

“While the Christian faith does not 
pretend to have specific answers to in- 
volved social problems, it does declare 
that men must have for each 
other,” he continued, ‘‘Only so will the 
solutions to our problems of peace be 
found.” 

Religious Education Week will open 
Sunday, Sept. 29, with rally or promo- 
tion day emphasizing educational evan- 
gelism. The week’s observance will cul- 
minate on World Communion Day, Sun- 
day, October 6. 


respect 


Iowa Judge Says Parochial Students 
May Not Ride Public School Busses 


Dubuque, Ia. (RNS)—Iowa parochial 
school children may not be picked up 
by public school 
ruled by District 
Spirit Lake, Ia. 

The Silver Lake Consolidated school 


has been 
Judge Harry Narey, 


busses, it 


SEPTEMBER 16, 1946 


district sought a declaratory judgment 
to permit parochial school children liv- 
ing along established routes to ride in 
public busses, 

Under Judge Narey’s ruling a district 
whose busses pick up parochial school 
children will endanger its right to col- 
lect school bus aid from the state. 

The ruling was the first round in what 
may be an extended legal fight. Dennis 
Kelleher, Fort Dodge, one of the’ at- 
torneys for the school district, said the 
decision will be appealed. 

In his 34-page opimhion Judge Narey 
stated: 


“There can be no question but that 
a parochial school is a ministry of the 
church. The word ‘ministry’ as incor- 
porated in Section 3, Article 1 (of the 
Iowa state constitution) means an 
agency or function of the church, 

“If, therefore, the public money is 
appropriated for the expense of trans- 
porting children attending parochial 
schools, said schools being a function 
of the church, it would be the equiva- 
lent of extending credit to an association 
or corporation in violation of the con- 
stitution and also would constitute a 
payment of taxes for the maintenance 
of a ministry of the church in violation 
of Section 3, Article 1. 

“‘All the children in the district have 
a right to attend public school at any 
time. The mere fact that the parents 
of a child elect to send the child to the 
private school should not exempt the 
parents from contributing his or her 
share of the expense incident to the 
mandate imposed upon the district to 
afford all of the children within the 
district the means of acquiring an edu- 
cation, 

“Should the parent prefer to have the 
child taught in accredited private or 
parochial school (instead of a public 
school) he may exercise this option, but 
in so doing the child becomes a private 
pupil in a private school whose atten- 
dance must be paid for at private ex- 
pense, at least so long as the public 
school is maintained and affords sub- 
stantially the same or equivalent edu- 
cation.” 


Twenty-one Missions to Ministers 
Planned by Federal Council 


New York. (RNS)—Twenty-one ‘‘Mis- 
sions to Ministers’”’ will be held through- 
out the country this fall and winter 
under the auspices of the Department of 
Evangelism of the Federal Council of 
Churches. 

Jesse M. Bader, executive secretary 
of the Department of Evangelism, said 
the mission series is designed to “help 
ministers meet their heavy responsibili- 
ties during these extremely difficult days 
of readjustment.” 

Speakers scheduled to address clergy 
groups across the nation include E. 
Stanley Jones, well-known missionary; 
Henry Hitt Crane, Detroit: and J. 
Sutherland Bonnell, New York. 

The mission series itinerary includes 
the following southern cities: 

Sept. 16, Tulsa, Okla.; Sept. 30, St. 
Louis, Mo.; Oct. 7, Dallas, Tex.; Nov. 
25, Little Rock, Ark.; Jan. 13, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, 











hat 
the 
or- 
the 

an 


ns- 
lial 
ion 
va- 
ion 
on- 


nce 
ion 


ave 
any 
nts 
the 
the 
her 
the 
| 
the 
du- 


the 
or 
iblic 
but 
vate 
ten- 
ex- 
iblic 
sub- 
edu- 


rs 


Mis- 
ugh- 
nter 
nt of 
il of 


tary 
said 
‘help 
ibili- 
days 


lergy 
e KE. 
lary; 
Q 2. 


ludes 
), St. 


Nov. 
nein- 











SEPTEMBER 16, 1946 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 5 


Eight challenges are offered in a discussion of weak spots i 
in the church’s life, membership, program and organization 


The Church Is Not Good Enough 


By WALTER R. COURTENAY* 


AM DEVOTED to Christ’s Church. I am proud to be 

a minister within her service. Her history, stained 

though it is with periods of immorality aad greed, wan- 
ton destruction and unbelievable hypocrisy, still stands the 
test of the centuries as proof of her divine origin and pur- 
pose. Her friends have done enough to have wrecked her 
long ago, and are still at work to weigh her down with 
petty objectives and blind her to God’s larger vision. 

I am not satisfied with present-day churches. They are 
too smug, too complacent, too yesterday-minded, too de- 
nominationally minded, too bent on denominational survival 
regardless of what happens to the family of Christ as a 
whole. I know of no denomination, which, like John the 
Baptist, rises up to testify today, ‘“‘He must increase, but 
I must decrease.’’ I know of no church that is living up to 
what we would consider Christian standards. I know of 
no denomination that is doing all in its power to honor and 
serve Christ regardless of the consequences to itself. Il 
know of few individuals who are truly dedicated to the 
Master. Some individuals, some congregations, and some 
denominations do more than others, but when one reads the 
words of Jesus, listens to the Apostles, and sees the needs 
of mankind today, he is amazed at our lack of seriousness 
and serious intent. We are merely playing at being his 
church. No man can read the records and fail to pray, 
“God be merciful to me, a sinner. God be merciful to my 
church, a sinner. God be merciful to my denomination, a 
sinner.”’ 

Truly, we are missing the mark. If sin may be defined 
as I define it, namely, that sin is anything that hinders or 
breaks our proper relationship with God and with our fel- 
lowmen, then the churches of the modern world are guilty 
of sin, for truly ‘‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.” 

I shall not list here her virtues and accomplishments, 
but I shall rather spend this time in putting my finger on 
those phases which I believe-need the care of praying, think- 
ing, forward-looking Christians. I shall write frankly be- 
cause that is the mode of a prophet, but I shall also speak 
sympathetically, for that is the quality of a Christian. 


Pride in Numbers 


My first criticism has to do with church membership and 
church rolls. 

Behold, the sacred cow—our pride in numbers! Our 
prestige is based on quantity. But is this enough? Are 
numbers actually important and are they indicative of 
strength and purpose? And if important, then why are 
we not larger and better equipped for service? 

It is common knowledge that most church members are 
religiously illiterate. The vast majority could not pass a 
Junior examination in ‘“‘The Life and Teachings of Jesus.” 
Most are as unacquainted with the Bible as they are the 
heart of Tibet. Few know anything about the development 
of doctrine or the history of the Christian Church, and few 
would be able to give any acceptable reason for having 
their names on church rolls. 

I question our right to receive into church membership, 
either by confession, reaffirmation or by letter, those who 
are almost completely lacking in .Biblical knowledge, a 
fairly clear idea of who Jesus is, what he said, and what 
he is striving to do today through us. I doubt that we 
have any right to receive any who do not believe in the 
world program of the church, and who have little intention 
of living as Christian stewards. 

In 1662 the Puritan Church, desiring to increase its 
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membership and its budget, passed what is called the Half- 
way Covenant whereby halfway Christians could be received 
into the fellowship of the church. I honor the honesty of 
the Puritans. They at least advertised their intention and 
the incoming member knew, and the church knew, what 
was being done. Are we as honest? 

We are disturbed because our people are not people 
of study, prayer, service, and generosity. But how can 
they be as long as we encourage them in their ignorance? 
We cannot hope to have strong, vigorous, mission-minded 
churches as long as we remain illiterate about the things 
that really matter. One cannot enter the Episcopal or 
Roman Catholic membership without a course of instruc- 
tion, no matter how long one has been a member of a 
Christian church, but one can enter into full membership 
in a Presbyterian church with little or no clear compre- 
hension as to what it is all about. I would recommend that 
no one be received into membership, no matter who he is 
or how he comes, or how old he is, without a proper re- 
fresher course of at least three periods, and I would be 
happier with six. 

Active Membership or Nothing! 

The second part of my first criticism is directed at our 
church rolls. Most churches, and most denominations, 
could reduce their rolls by from thirty to fifty per cent 
and never see any difference either in church attendance 
or in contributions. Many churches, and I am thinking of 
churches in my denomination, could reduce their enroll- 
ment by a third and improve themselves a hundred per 
cent in six months. We have no right to carry on our rolls 
people who have not attended church for years, people 
who year after year make no financial contribution to the 
church, or people whose lives in the community are a dis- 
grace to the moral and ethical teachings of the church. 

Most church rolls, most denominational rolls, are dis- 
honest. We boast of our numerical strength, but is that 
not a strength that is actually a weakness? I say we need 
discipline in our churches. I say we need courage in our 
sessions to clean up our rolls and properly control member- 
ship. I say we must now declare that membership is not 
enough, it must be active membership or nothing! 


Atmosphere of Worship 

My second criticism is directed toward our lack of imagi- 
nation in the matter of adequate worship. Most orders of 
worship are poorly equipped to lift men into the presence 
of God, and too many of our churches are unchurchly in 
their architecture, their decorations, their equipment, their 
housekeeping, and their conveniences. These hinderances 
indicate that we have not given sufficient thought to the 
spiritual needs of men today, or at least, to how people 
think, and how we can help them think creatively as Chris- 
tians. We assume that sin is sin and salvation is salvation 
regardless of the period of history in which men live. Our 
children do not think as their great-grandfathers thought, 
nor as their fathers. The radio, the theater, and a hun- 
dred portions of daily life, have taught people the im- 
portance of modern vocabulary and atmosphere, but in too 
many of our churches we ignore these matters entirely. 

In many of our churches our worship experience is too 
cold, too colorless, too formal, too much a business, or a 
chore. There is too much talking, too much movement. too 
much busyness, too much incoherence. Fewer and fewer 
churches train children to think of the main church as 
sacred soil and thus help them to think of the church as 
a place of special significance. 

I am in favor of a major rebuilding, refurnishing, re- 
decorating program across our entire church. It would pay 
the General Assembly to raise a major sum for just this 
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purpose and see to it that Presbyterian churches from one 
end of the South to the other are adequate for this new 
age. It would most certainly pay our General Assembly 
to appoint a commission of trained people from within and 
from without our denomination to study the whole matter 
of worship and architecture and direct our churches toward 
richer experiences of the presence and power of God. 


What Does Church Membership Do? 


My third criticism is directed toward our lack of vital 
spirituality, that conscious concern about things religious 
and its accompanying moral expression. 

Elton Trueblood has said that ‘‘We must not forget that, 
in the Roman Empire, Christ won, and won against tre- 
mendous odds. He won because faith in Christ really 
changed the lives of countless weak men and made them 
bold as lions.’’ 

It is right here that the world condemns us. Our men 
or our women are not made bold for Christ! They are bold 
enough in the expression of many attitudes and habits, but 
they are not shining examples of spirituality. Not many 
lives are changed as the result of church membership. One 
wonders just what are the differences between believers and 
unbelievers in America today. Are unbelievers more pagan? 
Are believers, because of church membership, better than 
unbelievers who are outside the church? As Christians are 
we superior in quality to our neighbors who make no pro- 
fession? 

Every pastor, and fair portion of church members, will 
join me when I say that too many of our people drink 
too much, gamble too much, waste too much on self and 
social functions, follow unethical business practices, and per- 
vert the Lord's Day to their own convenience. 

What can one say to words like these, ‘‘When we think 
of the awful need of humanity at this hour, it seems almost 
grotesque to turn to the church for help, if by the church 
we mean, not some idealization, but the actual human 
organization we know. What mankind needs is Jus- 
tice, Mercy, and Truth, but what we are offered is some 
ugly stained-glass windows and a holy tone and a collec- 
tion plate full of dimes.”’ 

Dr. C. M. Chavase, bishop of Rochester, England, has 
observed that it is impossible to exaggerate the gulf exist- 
ing between the church and the ordinary life and thinking 
of the English people. 

But this is not an English situation, it is an American 
situation as well. His words might well be the words of 
anyone of us as we look out over the American scene. We 
are not a spiritual nation today, a nation that is taking 
seriously the teachings of Jesus, or following in daily life 
his divine morality. At the present rate of diminishing 
returns how long will it be before we are truly a pagan 
people? 


Faith Becomes Conduct 


My fourth criticism concerns our lack of radiance, that 
glow of faith that gives spiritual quality to life, that inner 
glow that manifests itself in balanced living and in confi- 
dence. 

A Christian is one whose very life challenges others to 
have faith in God. Faith is not faith until it becomes 
conduct, and God cannot use faith until it is written in 
terms of human flesh and human activity. Walking with 
God, trusting him, serving him, growing in grace under 
his direction, ought to make us all kinder, more forgiving, 
less selfish, less disturbed by the cross-currents of the world. 
Out of our nearness to him, and out of work for him, there 
ought to come a radiance, a charm, an attractiveness, that 
urges others to put their trust in him. Our human lives 
should tell the story of divinity. As one has so well said, 
“A saint (a Christian) is one in whom Christ is felt to live 
again.” 

One thinks of this in terms of the story which concerns 
Dr. Rambo, a Christian doctor in India. After treating 
an Indian woman he sent her on her way, but as she went 
she continually looked back and called, ‘‘Goodbye, God. 
Goodbye, God! 

There is not much radiance about modern Christianity, 
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We do not seem to get much fun out of being Christians. 
There is little glow that attracts. But there ought to be! 

Not by words, but by lives, shall the world be won to 
Christ, and the sooner we realize it the better. 


All the Members 


My fifth criticism concerns fellowship with churches and 
within churches. 

Presbyterians have always championed the democratic 
principle, and have fought and died for the right of peo- 
ple to be heagd. Is it true today? 

In many of our churches no one is heard except the 
group in power. In many churches only the elderly are 
heard. In many churches only the wealthy. In many 
churches only the unthinking and unimaginative. 

We have young people in our churches. I want them 
to be heard. In our churches we have young adults. I 
want them to be heard. In our churches we have many 
spiritual people who have no distinctive social position or 
possessions. I want them to be heard. Churches should 
be operated for the benefit of all the members, and in the 
interest of all the members. Too many churches are or- 
ganized, furnished, and operated as if this were the eigh- 
teenth or nineteenth century instead of the eve of the 
Atomic Era. A new day calls for new machinery and a 
larger participation by all in the policy and program build- 
ing functions of the church. 

Change is the river that carries us forward. A church’s 
program must be moveable. It should not become perma- 
nently anchored, a thing of unchangeability. It should move 
as the centuries move, keeping abreast of all new knowl- 
edge, all new methods; experimenting, striving to find new 
ways of making Christ real and regnant in the lives of peo- 
ple. 

Within a moving church there should be time for friend- 
ships! A church should be a place of pleasant fellowship. 
Fellowship, unity, and oneness, should be adjectives of im- 
portance in churches, and we should all strive harder to 
learn the truth that when we appear before God we are all 
sinners in need of divine grace. Within the church we all 
stand on common grounds. There are no artificial distinc- 
tions. Not only so but the time has come in the history 
of the world when there ought to be a movement toward 
the consolidation of Protestantism. Means must be found 
whereby we speak as a single body of believers and not as a 
bunch of denominations. Means must be discovered where- 
by we Southern Presbyterians work in closer harmony and 
purpose with all other denominations, and plan for the 
eventual, and I hope inevitable, union of Protestant Chris- 
tendom. It is not to our credit that the world has fallen to 
pieces. Part of the reason lies in our loving denominational 
history and privileges more than we love Jesus Christ and 
his program of unity among believers. 


History Is Not Enough 


My sixth criticism has to do with our lack of a sense 
of an urgent mission. 

Presbyterians are apt to be anchored to tombstones, 
and to bury their treasures in the caskets of dead Chris- 
tians. We are prone to become folklore Christians who 
believe that history is enough. 

Presbyterians, however, used to be more urgently mis- 
sionary than they are today. There was a driving force 
in the soul of Calvin and Knox, Tennent and Davies, Craig- 
head and Moffatt. There was a time when Presbyterians 
thought nothing of going out to conquer an entire nation 
for Christ, to tear down governments and build better ones. 
The frontiers had no fears for them. They were fired with 
a passion for freedom and truth and they refused to be 
chained to past accomplishments or deterred by problems. 

We talk at length about the amazing growth of the cults. 
but is not the secret clear enough? They have a mission! 
They are building a church. They are conquering for 
Christ! They are winning territory. There is an urgency 
in them that used to be in us. We are satisfied to talk 
about yesterday while they talk of tomorrow, and hence 
their zeal and their victories. 

No church can be Christian that lacks this sense of mis- 
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sion, this sense of urgency, this reaching out for new ter- 
ritory. A truly Christian church is opportunity-conscious, 
tomorrow-conscious, mission-conscious. It does not sit like 
a man in a rowboat resting on the oars gazing dreamily over 
the stern to the water he has already traversed. 

We Presbyterians have a great history. We have some 
great and historic churches. Our contribution to the world 
has been notable. But what of tomorrow? Up until 1860 
we built more schools and churches, and did more pioneer 
mission work, than any other group in America, but since 
1865 the Baptists and Methodists have far outstripped us. 
What is wrong? 


Who Attends the Church Courts 


My seventh criticism is aimed at our church courts. We 
are not getting the benefit of the leadership of our church. 
How often the elders attending the courts are elderly men 
whose vital religious experience occurred fifty and sixty 
years ago. How often one listens to what happened at the 
turn of the century, and this followed by a demand that we 
duplicate that today. How often the church becomes an 
introvert because of those who have reached an age in life 
when there is no further progress possible, when life is 
a matter of history-made rather than history being made. 
How often the entire future of the church is jeopardized 
by leaders, both elders and ministers, who are either 
ignorant of, or indifferent to, the forces at work in the 
hearts of men throughout the whole social structure of 
America. 

I am not questioning the right of these men to speak 
and to speak as they feel. That is their right, and I will 
be first to defend it. But where are the splendid leaders 
of industry, education, commerce, and banking, who form 
the power in our local churches? Where are the splendidly 
equipped workers who man the business of our communi- 
ties? I seldom see them in presbytery, synod or General 
Assembly, in proper proportion. Does that mean they are 
not interested? By no means. It simply means that we 
hold our church courts at times and under conditions that 
prevent these men from attending. Our best men, our most 
forward-looking men, the men who actually lead our local 
churches, are seldom seen in any church court, and the en- 
tire church, yea, the entire nation and world, suffers in 
consequence. 

Our Presbyterian Church was established at a time when 
women held no rights in any sphere of life. They did not 
attend schools. They did not win degrees. They did not 
vote. They did not voice their opinions publicly on any, vital 
issue. Certainly they did not have any voice in the leader- 
ship of the church, save as they exerted it through their 
menfolk. 

Today our women are our strength. Their organizations 
are vital, and their contribution in terms of life and means 
is the pride of our church. But we are working at cross 
purposes, our system is a duality, and we must find im- 
mediate means for having increased cooperation between 
presbyteries and presbyterials, synods and synodicals. Men 
and women ought to work together in program building, 
and in all the implementing agencies and projects. That 
is the way the best work is done in our local churches, and 
it seems only good sense to recognize it in the large areas 
of our church life. 

I am not suggesting the ordination of women to church 
offices. I am thinking of ways and means for men and 
women fo work together as a unit in shaping the destiny 
of our church and churches. It would seem to be God’s 
way! 

To return for just a moment to representation at church 
courts. As things stand now we send to General Assembly, 
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not our best leaders, not our strongest, not our clearest 
thinkers, not our most progressive, but merely those who 
have never been, or those who ought to attend for edu- 
cational reasons, or those who have nothing else to do. 
Hence our lack of vision, our lack of great purposes, our 
emphasis on irrelevant matters, and our lack of emphasis 
on tomorrow. Why should newness be a stranger in the 
courts of God? Why should new ideas seem out of order 
in a religious setting? Is not our God a God who is con- 
stantly making old things new, and making new things 
better? 

I am ready to support any program, large or small, that 
will bring the best minds and hearts of the church together 
for free and open discussion of the overall program of 
our chureh, and the problems that are keeping our church 
from making a greater contribution to the Kingdom of 
God. 


A Living, Contemporary Savior 


My eighth and last criticism is directed toward our his- 
tory emphasis in teaching the life of Jesus. Somehow or 
other we are past-masters in anchoring our youngsters to a 
dead Jesus and a foreign land. They find it difficult to 
think of him as alive and operative today. They find it 
almost impossible to conceive that he is still speaking to 
the church and to the world, still walking the highways 
of the earth. They want a living Christ who is important 
now, who is alive now, who is speaking now, who is work- 
ing and leading now, but we tie them to a date 1900 years 
old and to a foreign land, a foreign language, and a set 
of foreign customs. 

I place my faith in a contemporary Christ, a Christ who 
lived prior to the year 4 B. C., prior to the first Christmas, 
yea, and is still living. He is not dead. He is not foreign. 
He is not antique. He speaks my language. He walks 
my streets. He ministers within my home, my church, 
my community. He is a forward-looking, creative Christ. 

My Christianity is more than mere history. Christianity 
has not yet reached its maturity. It has not outlived its use- 
fulness. That is still ahead. My faith is not in an organi- 
zation, but in the organism which is the true Church. It 
is alive, it is moving, it is changing, it is growing, it is 
contemporary. Today he speaks. Today he guides. To- 
day he blesses. Today he forgives. I am his window. I 
am his door. I am his voice. I am his apostle. 1 am 
his light, his water, his bread, his branch, his salt. Through 
me he moves to touch other lives. Through me he moves 
to correct faults and institute new procedures. 

And who am I? Only a sinner saved by the miracle of 
his eternal grace. Only one of 600,000,000 Christians, but 
I must live as if I were the main one in terms of service 
rendered. So to conceive and live I cannot think of Jesus 
as someone who lived 1900 years ago, but I must think 
of him, and I must serve him, as if he walked by my side 
today. Only a contemporary Christ, a living, vital, em- 
powering Christ, will suffice for our day! 

Shall we teach the facts of his life? Most assuredly! 
Shall we continue to emphasize the New Testament teach- 
ings concerning salvation and the future life? We must! 
But we must also teach church history to show our people 
how Christianity spread, was altered, and became imbedded 
in life. Above all, we must drive home the sole founda- 
tion of our faith, namely, that he is alive today, and is 
seeking to build a new world through us! 

I love the Church, and my life is dedicated to the Pres- 
byterian branch of the Church. To it, as to Christ, I have 
promised my best. But we are not meeting either the de- 
mands of God or the needs of man! What we are doing 
may be good, but it is not good enough! 
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What Shall We Do 
About Montreat? 


The resolutions 
agement and control -of 
adopted by the synods of North Caro- 
lina and Virginia (see page 3) reveal 
deep and widespread unrest regarding 
the present status and future develop- 
ment of this important institution. 

Uncertainty over ultimate ownership 
and control persists, despite the excel- 


the 
Montreat 


regarding man- 


lent report made by an ad interim com- 
_mittee headed by Dr. Tenney in 1941. 
(One member of the present board is 
known to have sought legal advice re- 
garding the possibility of putting Mon- 
treat in the hands of a self-perpetuating 
board and of preserving some of its 
properties for a continuing church.) 

Owners of cottages are dissatisfied 
because they have no voice regarding 
the taxes levied on their properties and 
no adequate information as to the use 
to which these taxes are put. (We used 
to believe that “taxation without repre- 
sentation is tyranny’’). 

There is a growing demand for bet- 


ter programs, better facilities, more 
progressive measures. 
In the last year or so serious divi- 


sions have developed within the board 
of directors, in which the actual control 
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of Montreat is vested. In recent months 
the board has faced decisions which 
will affect the future of Montreat for 
many years. The balance of the board 
was beginning to shift from 6-6 to 7-5, 
but this ratio was drastically altered at 
the meeting of the Montreat Corpora- 
tion in August (attended by less than 
half of the trustees) by a coup d’etat, 
through a legal technicality, through a 
parliamentary maneuver, of which not 
all the trustees were aware. Two mem- 
bers of the then majority of the board 
of directors, who had protested cer- 
tain policies and practices of the cor- 
poration, were dropped through these 
parliamentary tactics; a third, on ac- 
count of this and other actions, offered 
his resignation. 

The new majority can capitalize on 
the temporary advantage which has 
come to them, if they wish. But the 
confidence of the church will be 
seriously undermined, if there are 


any hasty and ill-considered actions. 
Many of our ministers and many 
of our elders are already alarmed, 


seriously alarmed over the disturbing 
reports which have come to their ears, 
and over well authenticated revelations 
which have already come to light. The 
actions of the Synod of Virginia and 
the Synod of North Carolina are a re- 
flection of this fact. 

What then shall we do about Mon- 
treat? The resolutions adopted by the 
Synod of Virginia point in the right di- 
rection. 

The disquietude about Montreat will 
never be allayed until the church’s con- 
trol over this institution is immediate 
and complete. The General Assembly 
elects 34 trustees of stock and the 
synods elect 16. These trustees meet 
once a year and do nothing but elect 
the board of directors who control Mon- 
treat and all its policies. These trus- 
are widely scattered; their ex- 
the annual meeting are not 
only a minority are accus- 
attend. A _ former trustee 
“As a matter of fact I never did 
one of the meetings during the 
time I was on the list. That 
is not as it should have been perhaps; 
but it always came when I was taking 
my vacation, or just getting ready to 
do so; it was a long hard trip from 
here, unless something could actually 
be accomplished by my presence which 
I always seriously doubted. Moreover, 
I always had the feeling that things 
were manipulated by a very few, and 
that almost everything was cut and 
dried before the group as a whole got 
together. I did not particularly crave 
a part in what seemed to be that sort 
of proceedings.”’ 


tees 
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Responsibility under this sort of ar- 
rangement cannot be fixed; the actual 
sentiment of the church cannot be ex- 
pressed; the control of Montreat by the 
churelf becomes figment rather than 
fact. 

To remedy the situation we suggest: 

1. That synods and General Assembly 
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elect trustees of stock who can and will 
attend the annual meeting of the cor- 
poration in August. 

2. That these trustees elect a board 
of directors which will be truly repre- 
sentative of the church and whose poli- 
cies will reflect the sentiment of the 
church. 

3. That the General Assembly approve 
the overture offered by the Synod of 
Virginia and appoint an ad interim 
commiitee to make a study of the As- 
sembly’s control of Montreat, with a 
view to simplifying that control and 
making the connection betweeh the 
Assembly and Montreat more direct. 


The New Director 


On the day following the announce- 
ment of the appointment of the new 
director of the church’s department of 
Christian Relations a strong editorial 
treatment of the subject appeared in 
the morning paper where the director 


lives. Said the editor of The Times- 
Dispatch: 


“Many Richmonders will understand 
the regret felt by the congregation of 
Grace Covenant over the resigna- 
tion of Dr. Marion, but all will com- 
prehend the important post to which he 
has been chosen. (It) . presents a 
field of opportunity which no 41-year- 
old clergyman at the height of his 
power and influence could refuse. 


“Selection of ‘Jack’ Marion to this all- 
important post comes as no surprise to 
those who have followed his career in 
the ministry. In the fine leader- 
ship he has given his congregation, as 
well as in the ability and courage he has 
displayed in civic affairs generally, he 
has made a genuine place for himself in 
the community. 

“He will be expected, in his new posi- 
tion, to offer light and leading to mem- 
bers of his church in 16 Southern and 
border states [It is really 18 plus the 
District of Columbia.—Eds.] in the 
fields of international problems, race 
relations, marriage and family matters, 
and other social questions. On these 
issues Dr. Marion is progressive and 
forward-looking without being erratic 
or radical. He represents the best 
thought of his denomination on the 
numerous controversial questions of the 
day, Fortunately, too, he has in 
Mrs. Marion an invaluable aid. She is 
a recognized authority on marriage and 
family relations and her course at the 
Richmond Professional Institute is 
widely acclaimed, 

‘‘Members of all denominations . 
will join, we believe, in congratulating 
the Presbyterian Church on its selection 
of Dr. Marion for his new post. . . .” 





HE HIGHEST CHARACTER is 

his who is as ready t opardon 

the moral errors of mankind 
as if he were every day guilty of 
some himself. 
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THE RATIONALISTS’ SOCIETY 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 











“Canst thou by searching find out 
God?” Job 11:7. 


OU MAY HAVE HEARD (wrote 

the preacher) that the professor 

shanghaied me into attending a 
meeting of the Rationalists’ Society up 
here. I must say the experience was 
interesting and even profitable. The 
meeting was held downtown in a big 
hotel which seems to be less of a hos- 
telry than a shelter for all manner of 
demonstrations and celebrations, from 
cat shows up. Inquiring for the Ra- 
tionalists, we were directed to the third 
floor front and almost got in; but we 
noted (a) that there were altogether 
too many people there—surely not 
even a great city could produce so many 
Rationalists; (b) they were putting on 
a tremendously big dance, which is 
hardly a normal Rationalist’s method 
of warming up for debate; and (c) they 
had a hat-check concession, which is 
one of the most irrational devices go- 
ing. So we drew the correct inference, 
and bowed ourselves out of the annual 
ball of the Knights of Something or 
Other, and at last found the Rational- 
ists squeezed into a room down one 
of the less flashy corridors. 

They seemed to be of all sorts and 
conditions—college students, seedy old 
men, smart young Jews, and a sprink- 
ling of persons who would have looked 
quite at home in a prayer meeting. No 
very young people, few very old. Two 
classes of persons seemed conspicuous 
by their absence: philosophers and 
theologians. The Rationalists, however 
well-read some of them were, seemed 
to be all amateurs. Why they didn’t 
get a pair of theologians or philoso- 
phers to do the debate we did not un- 
derstand. For the program was a de- 
bate: ‘‘Does God Exist?”’ 


The negative was to be upheld (we 
were told) by an old-time literary athe- 
ist. and we were assured that only the 
young and inexperienced would dare 
take on so formidable a debater. But 
both speakers seemed to be well along 
in years, one a_ benevolent-looking 
white-haired man, the other a grizzly 
wild-eyed persons, a perfect model for 
an anarchist. It turned out in a mo- 
ment, however, that the suave old gen- 
tleman was the atheist, and the Rus- 
sian-looking man the believer. Believer 
began, Atheist ended the debate, which 
was followed by a period of questions 
and then by free discussion from the 
floor. Of course the professor and I 
between us thought we had heard all 
the arguments pro and con, and I ex- 
pected nothing new; but the professor 
thought the debaters might have a new 
angle. 


UT THERE WAS NOTHING NEW 
that night. The Believer was a 
rather unfortunate lamb thrown 


to the lions, for his ignorance was as 
unconscious as it was obvious. He 
stuck to one line only, the argument 
from design; and I feared that if the 
Atheist knew his business he would 
skate rings around him, which he pro- 
ceeded to do. He put the burden of 
proof on the Believer (who did not 
know how to get rid of it) and so 
had the debate and the audience mostly 
his way. And yet he was further than 
the Believer from proving his point. 
The trouble was that, being an old 
hand, he could see the weak spots in 
the Believer’s line, but the Believer was 
not skilled enough to see even the ob- 
vious fallacies in the Atheist’s argu- 
ments. 

Two or three things became clear to 
me before the evening was over. One 
was that the kind of God denied by the 
Atheist was a sort of straw-god, not 
one recognizable by any mature reli- 
gion. In the question period the prte- 
fessor made bold to ask: ‘You are not 
convinced by the kind of evidence the 
affirmative has brought out: What sort 
of evidence would convince you, sir, 
that there is a God?”’ The Atheist’s an- 
swer was short and pointed: ‘‘Trot him 
out and let me see him do something!” 
Any teacher of religion from Columbia 
to Cleveland (Tenn.) could have told 
him that any ‘“god’’ who cotld be 
“trotted out’? and compelled to show 
off would not be a god at all, not God 
by any means. What that Atheist 
thought believers believe in (and the 
debating Believer never set him straight 
on this) was a Santa Claus in the sky, 
dependable for saving the faithful trou- 
ble, and from trouble too. Now, I have 


y 9 
believed in God all my life, but not in 
that kind of idol, not even when I was 
three years old. The Atheist thought he 
was downing Theism; actually he was 
showing up Idolatry and Superstition. 
I,thought it a pity he didn’t know just 
what he was doing. 


HEN I BECAME AWARE, all over 
again, of what I have long be- 
lieved: that the religious convic- 

tion is maintained by something that 
goes deeper than argument, namely by 
faith. You know we had been to a 
Friends’ meeting that very day, and we 
could not help contrasting the two 
meetings. (THE OUTLOOK, Sept. 9). 
The Friends are a highly intellectual 
folk, and their respect for reason is as 
high as any man’s. But they do not 
argue their way into the presence of 
God. It is their conviction, as it is of 
all who have known God and not merely 
talked about him, that we never find 
God; we are “found of him.” 


Besides, I could not help thinking, 
with all due respects to the Rational- 
ists, of the difference made in that one 
city by the people of faith and the peo- 
ple of doubt. I thought of what the 
Friends have ,done and are doing, and 
I multiplied that by the many forms of 
Christianity there are in that one city, 
and I tried in vain to think of what 
good the Rationalists have done to 
match it. The question was asked that 
night, ‘‘What good does it do a man to 
believe in God?”’ Isn’t that the wrong 
question to ask? “What wilt Thou 
do far me?” is not the question most 
likely to lead to the discovery of God. 
Faith asks another question entirely: 
“What wilt Thou do with me?” It 
is by asking such a question, not by 
debating the inscrutable, that mankind 
is set forward. 
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Presbyterian, USA, Youth Caravans 
End Summer of Varied Activities 


Dubuque, Ia. (RNS)—The 
terian (USA) Youth Caravan returned 
to the University of Dubuque here for 


Presby- 


a round-up session at which the seven 
teams were reunited for a series of final 
meetings. Four teams had covered 
Iowa, South Dakota, Illinois, and 
Chicago, and an interstate group had 
traveled parts of Illinois, Missouri, and 
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Iowa. Two special teams also were sent 
out: one to Chicago where the members 
worked in the settlement house of the 
University of Chicago, and one to Texas 
where the group assisted the Texas 
Youth Caravan Group. 

The 
varied. 


experience of the groups were 

They conducted church sur- 
veys, organized Westminster Youth Fel- 
lowship groups, did evangelistic work 
in slum areas, conducted Bible schools, 
and generally helped out as the individ- 
ual churches needed them. The ex- 
periences were reported on at the meet- 
ings here, they were evaluated and 
means of improvement were discussed. 


Westminster’s Dean Sweazey 
Dies at St. Louis 


Dean George B. Sweazey of West- 
minster College, Fulton, Mo., died in St. 
Louis, August 10, at the age of 71. He 
had been at Westminster, as professor 
of mathematics and dean, since 1917. 

When Winston Churchill and Presi- 
dent Truman visited the college last 
March, Dean Sweazey placed the scho- 
lastic hoods on the two distinguished 
visitors as President McCluer conferred 
the honorary degrees. 


One son of Dean Sweazey, George E., 


is now head of the Presbyterian, USA, 
department of evangelism under the 
board of national missions 
San Antonio Church Builds 
Travel Scholarship Fund 

San Antonio’s Beacon Hill Presby- 


terian church has a travel scholarship 
offered annually to some young woman 
from Texas who plans to attend the 
Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, 
Va. This fund, established by a Sunday 
school class, has become a memorial 
fund, with members of the congregation 
making contributions in memory of 
some loved one who has died. The $120- 
scholarship is designed to assist stu- 
dents travelling to and from school, 
first being given each year 
to a young woman from the Beacon Hill 
church, then from San Antonio, then 
from the presbytery. 


preference 


First one to receive the award is Jean 
Holmes of Harlingen, Texas. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


JOINT US-USA SECRETARY 

A. C. Wyckoff, pastor of the Main 
Street church (Presbyterian, USA) 
Madisonville, Ky., on October 1 will 
become executive secretary of home 
missions for both the USA and US Pres- 
byteries of Transylvania, living either 
in Danville or Harrodsburg, Ky. 








MASTERS OF THEOLOGY 

Cliff H. McLeod, Mooresville, N. C., 
and Alva M. Gregg, Atlanta, Ga., were 
awarded the degree of master of the- 
ology at the August commencement of 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 


DEATH 

Robert Lee Bell, 76, died at Mont- 
gomery, Ala., August 2, exactly a 
month after his own city of Tuskegee 
had set aside ‘“‘Robert L. Bell Day,” 
when eighteen organizations and citi- 
zens generally paid tribute to his six- 
teen years’ service there. 

Hector McNeill McDiarmid, 60, pro- 
motional secretary of Albemarle Pres- 
bytery home missions, Greenville, N. 
C., died at his home August 16. Mr. 
McDiermid had been pastor at Shelby, 
N. C., from 1925 to 1942; before that 
at Kinston, N. C., 1920-25. He was a 
native of Raeford, N. C., graduating at 
Davidson College and Union Seminary 
in Virginia. 


WEDDING BELLS 

Edwin P. Elliott, Lawrenceville, Ba., 
and Miss Ellen Lee Bridewell, Assem- 
bly’s Training School graduate of 1945, 
recently of Clifton Forge, Va., were 
married at Clifton Forge, September 10. 

Albert G. Edwards, Orange, Va., and 
Miss Margaret Tarly of Bealeton, Va.. 
will be married at Bealeton October 15. 


S 








Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 


A 





Religious Book Cuntet 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex, 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


CHANGES 

Warner DuBose from Johnson City, 
Tenn., to 2265 Seventh St., N., St. Pe- 
tersburg, Fla. 

Adrian G. Kolean from Raymond, 
Miss., to 209 Dyersburg, Tenn., where 


ll 


on October 1 he will assume the pas- 
torate of th eFirst church. 

Palmer Wm. Deloteous from Hous- 
ton, Texas, to La Feria, Texas. 

J. A. Fisher, Jr., from Mobile, Ala., 
to Annemanie, Ala. 
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Che Upper Ro 


e "| joined the church in 1872 at the age of 12. | wish The Upper 
Room had been published then—| might have been a better Chris- 
tian." 


@ "| keep The Upper Room at my bedside. It seems to give me 
just what | need each day.” 


@ "I am 86 years young. My eyes do not allow much reading but | read the 
daily devotions, every one." 


@ "! om a shut-in but | am so happy to have such a comforting friend as The 
Upper Room. | find the daily reading of The Upper Room has kept me close to 
the Master. It gives me a feeling that | am not alone.” 


@ “My day never goes right if | don't have the spiritual food with which my 
Upper Room provides me." 


@ "The Upper Room is without a doubt the finest piece of religious literature 
that comes to me in the service. It is a classic of religious truth and inspiration." 


@ "My sister began reading the Bible because | handed her The Upper 
Room. My cousin, a backslider of many years, came back to the fold through 
the ministry of The Upper Room." 


@ "We passed it around among the chaps in the foxholes, and sometimes one, 
sometimes another carried it into action.” 


@ "My wife sends me a copy of The Upper Room. She reads it at home to 
the children. | read the same message on the same day here in my barracks 
or even in a foxhole. It is a source of spiritual communion that binds me to 
my family and my God." 


@ "Through our German chaplain | got The Upper Room. | am now a daily 
(From a German 


reader. The lessons are for me a light in this darkness.’ 
prisoner of war.) 





Copies of this leading book of daily devotions are 
yours to use or distribute among those you think 
would benefit. Ordered in quantities of ten or 
more, the cost is only 5 cents per copy, post- 
paid. Single copy, 10 cents. Use order form 
Lelow. 





The Upper Room, 
Medical Arts Bldg., 
Nashville 3, Tenn. 

Enclosed is , for which please send me ..............-... copies of the 
current issue of The Upper Room (at 5 cents a copy in lots of 10 or more). 
It is understood that | have the privilege of returning for credit within 90 
days any unused copies. 


Name 
Street or Route 


Post Office 
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TRAVELOG 


By JULIA LAKE KELLERSBERGER 








Nigeria, Africa. sign that helped us to know just where 
we were: Timbucktoo, 1,030 miles; 
XCEPT FOR THE FIRST few Algiers, 2,750 miles, and we were only 


weeks that I was in the Belgian 100 miles from the ‘‘mouth,” as it is 
Congo, the ride from Kano to called, of the Sahara Desert. . . . Kano 
Katsina was, in many ways, the most is perhaps more than 1,000 years old 
unique that I have ever taken. Dr. and is surrounded by a 13-mile wall 


Hursh and Juanita Kluve of the Sudan and has 12 different gates. It has 
Interior Mission took us there in the 600,000 people, 

doctor’s car. It was the nearest to the * * a 

Holy Land that I have ever been for it The Tuaregs are Arab people of the 
reminded me of Old and New Testament desert, easily recognized by the flap of 
scenes all along the way. We saw a_ cloth which they wear over their chins. 
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We soon decided that they know how 
to dress—as soon as we got into a dust 
storm and had nothing with which to 
cover our nose and mouth. The roads 
were good and were constantly swept by 
the natives with brooms several feet 
wide. 
- * * 

We saw many decorated mosques and 
many Mohammedans praying by the side 
of the road—kneeling in the hot sand. 
Their religious zeal certainly puts 
many of us to shame. They wear white 
robes and white turbans which I don’t 
see how they can keep clean, for they 
wash often in mere mud holes in nearly- 
dried-up streams. It is the sun that 
bleaches them white. The women don’t 
wear white . . . for one cannot work 
in white clothes. . . . We saw many 
men in white lounging in the hot sun 
while their women, dressed in native 
cloth dyed with indigo dye did the work 
for them. . . . Vultures are protected 
by law as they quickly destroy all re- 
fuse. They, too, believe in sitting on 
the tops of the square houses and in the 
trees, and there they wait for their prey. 

x * . 

The work in northern Nigeria is 
mostly among the Mohammedans and 
is extremely difficult, but when there is 
spiritual fruit it is lasting fruit, for 
those who leave the Moslem faith to be- 
come Christians are persecuted and 
ostracized by their own people. There 
is much blindness so near the desert 
and the Sudan Interior Mission has a 
splendid eye hospital at Kano with Dr. 
Hursh as the fine eye specialist. One 
of their blind evangelists led to Christ 
a prominent young Mohammedan who 
had leprosy. Now the sick boy is 
symptom-free, and so devoted is he to 
the evangelist that he is his constant 
companion and _ physical guide. The 
blind man led the boy to see spiritually, 
and now he, in turn, is physical eyes for 
his Christian friend. Dr. Helser has de- 
scribed it in his books. 


* * * 


We met at Kano, Dr. Barnhouse, the 
well-known Bible teacher and evangel- 
ist, and Mr. Jaegers of the Sunday 
School Times. They are travelling to 
Ethiopia to present Haille Selassie a 
copy of the new Bible just translated 
into the Abyssinian language. . . . We 
called upon the Emir of Kano who gets, 
we are told, 6,000 pounds a year in 
taxes. He flew to India not long ago 
and is a great polo player. He was tak- 
ing his siesta, but we got a nice note 
from him sent to Lagos expressing his 
regrets that he did not see us. 
Instead of snowstorms around Christmas 
time in northern Nigeria, they have dust 
storms from the desert—causing a haze 
so thick one often cannot see across the 
road, We drove in one along the road 
and had to shut the windows of our ear. 
The dust ruins the watches and clothes. 
Missionaries here surely have to have 
Grace, Grit, Gladness and Gumption. 
They have} 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus and the Law of the Stranger 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 22 


Exodus 22:21-23; Deuteronomy 24:14-15; Matthew 25:34-41; Hebrews 13:2 


Our recent studies have centered 
around Jesus and the Ten Command- 
ments. We have recognized their time- 
liness, for the Ten Commandments lie 
at the basis of our civilization. At 
first glance we may feel that our pres- 
ent topic is less important. But a read- 
ing of the passages selected for our 
study and even a cursory examination 
of the situation at home and abroad 
will quickly convince us otherwise. For 
seldom in world history have there been 
so many ‘strangers’ calling for aid, 
and Jesus’ words indicate that our eter- 


nal destinies are at stake. ‘ 


I. Our Present Obligation 


1. Strangers. Exodus 22:21. In the 
King James Version the opening verse 
reads, ‘‘Thou shalt neither vex a stran- 
ger, nor oppress him.”’ In the Revised 
Version it reads, ‘‘And a sojourner shalt 
thou not wrong, neither shall thou op- 
press him.’”’ In the American Trans- 
lation, it read: ‘‘You must not ill-treat 
a resident alien, nor oppress him.’’ The 
“stranger’’ in this verse, therefore, is 
the foreigner dwelling in an alien land. 
In ancient days he had no “rights,” 
no assured protection. There was no 
ambassador or consul to whom he could 
appeal. ‘‘He had to accept the treat- 
ment he received and make the best of 
it.” Even in our own land today, after 
almost two thousand years of Christian 
history, there is hatred, contempt, pre- 
judice against ‘‘strangers’’ who do not 
fit in with our accepted ways of doing 
things. In ancient times it was worse. 
In most lands their lot was rather mis- 
erable. Only in Israel do we find re- 
ligion throwing its protection about the 
“stranger.” 

Who is the “stranger” today who 
needs our sympathy and our help? In 
every community (and in every church) 
there are newcomers, transients, some 
of whom do not find it easy to fit in 
and make a place for themselves. We 
still have immigrants, newcomers to 
America who do not find American 
Ways too easy. Some have been in 
America for a long time and are still 
regarded as “stranger.” Japanese- 
Americans, for example. They made a 
great record for themselves in the war, 
fighting bravely and suffering heavy 
losses. Some have been received hos- 
pitably when they sought to return to 
their homes in the far west, but some 
have nct. The Jews are another exam- 
ple. There are no legal discriminations 
against them, but innumerable social 
discriminations. And anti-Semitism is 
still growing. It is amazing how many 
people, how many good people, believe 


the libels which are circulated against 
them. We might put the Negroes in 
this category also. They were brought 
to America against their will. And this 
is now their country as much as it is 
ours. But they are a minority people. 
They find it difficult to secure a job, 
decent housing, decent medical atten- 
tion, decent recreation; and very hard 
to secure justice from our courts. Even 
when there have been riots and Ne- 
groes are the chief sufferers, even when 
Negro men and their wives are mur- 
dered in cold blood, no one is punished 
—no white man, that is. According to 
newspaper reports “the best people 
won’t talk.”’ A lot of resolutions are 
passed. But they don’t help very much. 
What we need, it seems, are adequate 
laws which will enable state authori- 
ties to act, or if need be, the Federal 


authorities, when the local authorities: 


are powerless—or indifferent. What do 
you think? Should Christians work for 
a Federal anti-lynching laws or not? 
What about the laws in your state? Do 
they penalize local officials or local com- 
munities which fail to act? Do they 
enable state officials to take the neces- 
sary actions? | 

And what shall we say about the dis- 
placed persons in Europe and in Asia. 
There are millions of them still, stran- 
gers on the face of the earth, with no 
homes and no place to go. Fiorello La- 
Guardia, director-general of UNRRA, 
has just demanded that the U. S. take 
the lead in aiding the displaced persons 
of Europe by admitting 100,000 im- 
migrants. The Arabs are determined 
that no more Jews shall land in Pales- 
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smuggle them in. What shall be done 
with these pitiable men and women? 
Miss Dorothy Thompson writes: “If 
anything would soften the opposition 
of the Arabs to broadening the immi- 
gration to 100;000, it would be a more 
generous attitude from the rest of the 
world. Great Britain and the United 
States could at least negotiate with bet- 
ter grace if the Commonweaith and our 
own great continental country would 
offer to take as many. . There are 
dead Jewish children who could have 
been saved if the United States Senate 
had listened to the plea to admit 300,- 
000 before the war when their doom 
seemed sealed. . . The sessions of the 
peace conference drone on while not the 
simplest human problem is tackled with 
imagination, energy, or faith. Our 
worst inadequacy is our, failure toward 
the Jews.” Is this a subject on which 
the Christian conscience should make 
itself felt? 

2. Widows and Orphans, Exodus 22: 
22-23. ‘‘Ye shall not afflict any widow 
or fatherless child.’”’ Widows and or- 
phans are singled out because they are 
so often helpless, and so often there- 
fore the prey of designing men. That 
is true even in our own day; it was even 
more true in ancient times, when wo- 
men were more helpless than today, and 
when few laws existed for their protec- 
tion. Throughout the Old Testament 
these two groups are presented as spe- 
cial objects of God’s care and considera- 
tion. So here, Moses assures us that 
their cry will never go unheeded. We 
must see to it that no one is able to 
take advantage of helpless women and 
helpless children today. We have them 
in every land, more now than ever be- 
fore, because of the war. 

3. Employees, Dt. 24:14-15. A third 
group for whom the Bible expresses 
particular concern are the “hired serv- 
ants.’’ ‘“‘Thou shalt not oppress a hired 
servant that is poor and needy ... 
in his day than shalt give him his hire, 
neither shall the sun go down upon 


tine. Great Britain has sent a fleet to it.” The hired servant in the Old Tes- 
halt ships which are attempting to tament would include not only servants 





Finally, I got the explanation. 





The Layman’s View 


By J. WILSON McCUTCHAN 


HEN I LIVED ABROAD I often wondered why Americans had com- 
parative ease in hiring and keeping good domestic servants. Well-to- 
do native families paid their servants higher wages, and their hours 

were shorter. Their servants did not need to put up with foreign ways of 
preparing food and doing things. In spite of this most of the servants in 
American homes stuck to their jobs, often at a financial loss to themselves. 
Native custom sanctioned the practice 
of an empioyer’s holding back the pay of his servants. Almost always, servants 
in native homes got their pay two to three weeks in arrears. The better a 
servants was the more back pay he had coming! This was not because the 
employer could not pay; it was a guarantee that a good servant would not 
jump the job and lose his unpaid wages. 

Deuteronomy 24:15 clearly recognizes the existence of this practice in 

Old Testament times. It may have been a kind of counteraction against those 
who violated the Tenth Commandment and coveted their neighbors’ servants. 

That a man receives wages does not mean that he is freed from bondage. 

In any capitalistic system there is inherent the danger of a kind of economic 
slavery which can be corrected only through Christian grace and consideration. 
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in our labor on the 


There 


and hired 
farm, but employees in general. 
were no labor unions in time 
to secure higher and to ime 
prove the lot of the laboring man. The 
hired servant in general received a very 
meagre wage. And if he did not 
ceive his money when it was due it 
would not be easy for him to buy the 
necessities which his family required 
for the coming week. 

Labor 


home, 


Moses’ 


wages 


re- 


has greatly improved its lot 
since that time, but there are still many 


to whom Moses’ words would literally 
apply, and the principle itself is un- 
changed. “Every student of modern 


life is well aware of the profound im- 
portance of the labor movement,” says 


Earl L. Douglass in the Snowden- 
Douglass Sunday School Lessons. 
“Through the centuries the toiler has 
—to put it mildly—been deprived of 
much of the fruit of his toil. During 
the past generation however, the la- 


boring man has everywhere risen to a 
place of great power in the council of 
nations. Like every other group which 
has gained great power, the labor group 
has often used this power unwisely and 


abused its newly acquired privileges. 
A just wage for an honest day’s 
work is the fundamental standard by 


which this whole question must be de- 
cided. The (or in modern life 
the employer) is to be conscious of 
his responsibilities as well as his privi- 
The 


master 


leges. servant (or we say today, 
the employee) have a like sense 
of responsibility. Lockouts, established 
in spiteful retaliation, are a misuse of 
the employer’s position. Slowdowns 
and sitdown strikes constitute a similar 
lack of moral responsibility on the part 
of the employee. National security 


is to 


depends upon our finding that happy 
mean by which those who labor and 
those who administer will work to- 


gether and thereby share the fruits of 
their diligence.” 

4. Strangers, 
not to 
thereby some 
unawares.” 


Hebrews 13:2. ‘‘Forget 
love unto strangers, for 
entertained angels 
Among ancient peoples hos- 
There 
no tourist homes, and hotels or 
inns were not always available. The 
man traveled was forced many 
times to fall back upon the hospitality 
and protection of kindly home. 
In the early church hospitality toward 
f llow-Christians was counted as one 
of the primary virtues. The writer to 


show 
have 


pitality was a necessary virtue. 
were 


who 


some 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


the Hebrews is referring not to stran- 
gers in general, but to Christian breth- 
ren from other places. Hugh Black has 
written: 


“In these days we have what is com- 
paratively a new thing in the world, 
corporate hospitality for strangers and 
the afflicted and the needy. The sup- 
port, adequate and generous support 
of our great Christian institutions and 
societies, is part of the duty laid upon 
us today. Our infirmaries and hospitals 
and homes and benevolent associations 
are a form of corporate hospitality 
which demands support. But even 
the generous help of all good causes 
does net completely cover the duty of 
hospitality enforced in the New Testa- 


ment. There are many ways of ful- 
filling this injunction in the spirit as 
well as the letter of it. Hospitality 


does not mean merely giving elaborate 
feasts and filling rooms with a crowd. 
Its very essence is sympathy and kind- 
ness, and that can be shown by many a 
token. A pleasant look will sometimes 
do it, and reveal a hospitable heart; a 
kind word where it comes natural; a 
helpful hand where opportunity offers. 
We can all be more accessible and 
triendly and considerate, ready and 
willing to do a_ service. There are 
many natural ways lying near us of 
brightening solitude and giving some 
sunshine to lonely and dark lives. Life 
is very dreary to some; life in a city 
is very lonely to many. There are many 
friendless people and homeless folk, 
who don’t want anything of yours to 
eat and drink, but who can be heart- 
ened and cheered by a little sympathy. 
What occasions we let slip every day 
of being simply kind. The heart of 
all true hospitality is sympathy.”’ 
Il. The Final Judgment 

The picture in Matt. 25:31-48 has 
been studied only recently in our Sun- 
day school lessons and needs little com- 
ment at this time. Jesus says here 
that there will be a great day of judg- 
ment, in which all nations shall be 
gathered before the throne of God, 
when he himself will be judge of all 
mankind. At this time there will be 
a great separation, going to 
everlasting punishment, others to eter- 
nal life. The principle underlying the 
judgment will be service to our fellow- 
men (which is in reality service to 
Christ). The one talent man was con- 
demned, not because he had misused 
his talent, but simply because he had 
failed to use it at all. So here, men 
are condemned, not because they have 
mistreated their fellowmen (judgment 
on these is taken for granted) but be- 
cause they have failed to help them: 
“Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one 


some 
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of these least ye did it not unto me.” 
Certain questions arise. For exam- 
ple, is this a literal picture of the Day 
of Judgment? Many think that it is, 
that a certain day has been set aside, 
and on this day the fate of all men 
will be decided. Burton and Matthews 
in their book on the life of Christ say: 
“To press the pictorial element of this 
parable to mean that there will be a 
great judgment day of all the world, 
when all men will be assembled in one 


place is unwarranted. The parable 
teaches the basis and issue of judg- 
ment, not its time or external forms. 


The solemn truth that must not be lost 
sight of, is that by our conduct here 
and now we are determining issues that 
are eternal.” 

Second, is this a doctrine of salvation 
by works? It is very significant that 
the Bible teaches uniformly that we are 
saved by faith but judged by our works. 
There is no contradiction here, for 
faith must issue in works, and the only 
real test of faith is the life that it pro- 
duces. As James says: ‘‘What does it 
profit, my brethren, if a man says he 
has faith but has not works? Can his 
faith save him? If a brother or sister 
is ill-clad and in lack of daily food, 
and one of you says to them, ‘Go in 
peace, be warmed and filled,’ without 
giving them the things needed for the 
body, what does it profit? So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead.” 
(Revised Standard Version). 

Third, to whom will this test be ap- 
plied? It is generally assumed that it 
applies to individuals, to all mankind. 
There are some however who think that 
it applies to nations rather than to in- 
dividuals, that Jesus’ words in vs. 32 
are to be taken literally. 


Thus Conrad Noel in ‘“‘The Life of 
Jesus’’ writes, ‘‘We must again insist 
that the arena is the earth and not the 
clouds, and that the assize takes place 
at every crisis in world history. It is 
noteworthy that here the judge is not 
the Father but the Son of Man; that 
is, Man as represented by the Messiah. 
Before him are gathered not all sepa- 
rate souls but nations composed of in- 
dividuals in their corporate aspect. The 
judgment is on no theological issue in 
the abstract but on the intensely prac- 
tical issue of the corporal works of 
mercy. It must be remarked also that 
the question is not whether you person- 
ally have fed the hungry, but whether 
your nation has fed the hungry, clothed 
the naked, welcomed the _ foreigner, 
cared for the sick, and given good con- 
ditions to the prisoners. In fact, any 
nation that has done such things has 
accepted the Christ, and any nation 
neglecting such social duties has re- 
jected him.’’ There may be truth in 
this interpretation, though it certainly 
is not the accepted one. Perhaps the 
destiny of nations is being determined 
now, not by their armaments and the 
strength of their industries, but by 
their attitude toward the needy in their 
own and other lands. The next world 
conflict, if there is such a conflict, is 
likely to be between Russia and the 
United States. ‘‘The real issue, if there 
be one, between Russia and the United 
States,’’ says the N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
“is in the relative adequacy with which 
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these two great systems of human or- 
ganization—the Capitalist-Democratic 
and the Statist-Totalitarian—-actually 
operate to satisfy the needs and aspira- 
tions of the millions who live under 
them.” “The Communists are looking 
to a next depression as their happy 
hunting ground,” says Life magazine. 
“The way to defeat them is not to pass 
repressive legislation or return Martin 
Dies to public service, but to prevent 
that depression and to correct the faults 
and injustices in our present system 
which makes even freedom-loving 
Americans look wistfully at Russia.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


John Foster Dulles, chairman of the 
Commission on a Just and Durable 
Peace, outlines a five-point program for 
America as it faces this great emer- 
gency: (1) rededication of this nation 
to a vital belief in the God who wills 


_freedom for his children; (2) positive 


action to advance the social welfare of 
all who live within the capitalist orbit; 
(3) maintenance of a strong military 
establishment; (4) economic and hu- 
manitarian aid for the needy portions 
of the earth, including countries of our 
recent enemies; (5) just treatment for 
the occupied countries. Which of 


15 


these recommendations are in accord 
with Jesus’ words in Matthew 25? 
Could it be true that the judgment 
which Jesus describes falls on nations 
as well as individuals? ‘‘The only real 
assets in the world,’’ says Miss Dorothy 
Thompson, ‘are the raw substances of 
nature and the glad and willing hands 
of men busy building communities and 
homes. The desperate and hopeless 
are the raw materials of anarchy and 
violence—the human atomic bombs 
that can finally shake civilization en- 
tirely away from its already badly 
loosened roots.” 





































MAST 


HE mastery of English is one of the greatest 

assets in the business world. It gives you a tre- 

mendous advantage over others who lack it. 

Words are most valuable tools. To those who 
know how to use them skilfully go rich rewards — 
money, power, position. For words are the founda- 
tion of all thought, all speech, and all writing. You 
think in words, and it is impossible to think in words 
you do not possess. 

To broaden your thinking and strengthen the 
power of your mind you must first increase your 
vocabulary. A limited vocabulary usually means 
limited thought, limited power, and limited authority. 

People judge your mental ability by your use of 
English. If your language is stiff and stilted, if your 
speech is slovenly, if you make obvious mistakes in 
grammar and pronunciation, you are under a seri- 
ous handicap. If your speech is clear and precise, 
your expressions varied and inferesting, you are 
recognized as a person of culture and ability. 

The BIG JOBS usually go to men who are able 
to express themselves in fluent, convincing, clear- 
cut English. People have confidence in such men— 
but never in those who are always groping for 
words and whose thoughts are hazy and indistinct. 





Step Up in Your Job 
Turn Words into Dollars 
Become a Convincing 
Speaker 
Increase Your Vocabulary 


Write Tacttul, Forceful 
Letters 


Build a Reliable Memory 
Avoid Common Errors 
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A PERSONAL PLAN FOR SUCCESS 


As we all know, right now business and industry are 
working at top speed—planning to take advantage 
of the opportunities that lie ahead for peacetime 
America. Are you planning, too? Are you, personally, - 
going to be ready to take your place in the coming 
era? Are you going to be prepared for the limitless 
opportunities of a new, a hustling, and a vastly 
different business world? 


LATER MAY BE TOO LATE 


Right now is the time to prepare for success. Don't 
put it off Whatever your present job, whatever 
your postwar prospects, one thing is certain, a com- 
mand of English is all-important—it’s a MUST” in 
any peacetime success plan. Grenville Kleiser, origi- 
nator of the famous course in Practical’ English and 
Mental Efficiency can help you—as he has helped 
thousands of others—obtain the goal you have set 
for yourself. This world authority will teach you how 
to use words with ease and confidence—if you will 
give him JUST 15 MINUTES OF YOUR SPARE TIME 
EACH DAY. No involved rules of grammar or prin- 
ciples of rhetoric—just a simple, straightforward, in- 
spiring method that will accomplish wonders for you. 


LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS COURSE 


Learn all about this famous course NOW. Send for 
a copy of Mr. Kleiser’s Booklet: ‘How to Become 
a Master of English.” It is absolutely FREE. Chock- 
ful of information on English, and on Mr. Kleiser's 
new, common-sense method of teaching it. Just fill 
out the coupon below and mail to us. No obliga- 
tion—and no agent will call. 


FUNK & WAGNALLS. COMPANY 


Publishers of the Famous STANDARD ‘PICTIONARIES 


Funk & Wagnalls Company, Dept. 352 
354 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Please send me by mail, free of charge, the booklet “How to Become a Master of 
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NOW ITO A TROUBLED WORLD... 


Comes the word of God 
in clearer, simpler English 
that-all who read may 
understand 


Revised Standard Version 


of thee NEW TESTAMENT 


SA distinct contribution to this troubled age... 
as well as to the generations to come. 

This new version clarifies the Great Message by 
making the interpretation of the Word clearer, 
its reading more attractive. No longer is it neces- 
sary to ponder over ancient phrases in narrow 
columns of small type. Now in beautiful modern 
English, type running from margin to margin 
with logical paragraphs and punctuation, is re- 
vealed the source of wisdom that provides an 
answer to individual and national problems. 


America’s foremost Biblical scholars, appointed 
by the International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, brought forth the Revised Standard Version 
of the New Testament after eight years of inten- 
sive labor. America has welcomed this remarkable 
new version gladly. More than a half million 
copies have already been sold and the orders 
are pouring in by the thousands. If you cannot 
buy a copy at your bookstore, place your order 
so that you will receive your copy as soon as 
the next printing is available. 


Blue Cloth Binding, price protected, $2.00 
Other bindings planned 


Also available, a descriptive booklet —“An Introduction to the Revised Standard 
Version of the New Testament” — paper cover... 25¢ 


For Sale at all Bookstores 











